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What is Flaring?

Flaring is the practice of safely burning excess natural gas at production facilities used
for operational or safety reasons. Flaring typically occurs when there is a lack of gas
gathering or processing capacity during facility or gathering maintenance or during
unplanned events for safety measures such as alleviating pressure. Rather than
venting methane gas into the air, flaring burns the gas, which releases fewer
greenhouse gases than venting. (The Environmental Partnership 2020 Annual Report)

Flaring in Texas is Decreasing '

According to the Railroad Flaring in Texas: June 2019 to November 2021
Commission of Texas (RRC),
the percentage of natural gas
flared out of all the natural
gas produced in Texas
decreased 67% between June
2019 and November 2020. In
the latest data provided by
the RRC, the percentage of
natural gas flared in Texas
dropped to a new record low
of 0.19% in November 2021.
In Texas, natural gas that is
flared represents less than
1% of all natural gas
produced, and innovation )
and new technologies 8 335333 9399%99349499793795§333437¢
continue to drive this .

number down.
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Routine Flaring

The Texas Methane & Flaring Coalition supports industry’s continued progress to
end routine flaring and shares a goal of ending this practice by 2030. Based on an
extensive review of regulatory requirements and operational best practices that
include maintaining the accessibility of flaring for safety and environmental
protection, the Coalition considers routine flaring to be flaring of natural gas from
new and existing wells/ facilities during normal production operations when gas
gathering, processing, or infrastructure are insufficient or unavailable.
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Industry Supports Reasonable Regulations

Recent regulatory changes made at the Railroad Commission of Texas, many based on
recommendations from the Coalition, are pragmatic, positive changes. Developing a
more stringent framework for granting Statewide Rule 32 flaring exceptions and
enhancing reporting from operators will provide more information to help assess when
operators must flare and build upon best practices that many operators are already
incorporating.

Industry-Led Solutions to Drive Progress

Industry is stepping up and taking action by participating in voluntary collaborations
where the brightest minds are coming together to implement best practices, emerging
technologies, and operational enhancements to reduce flaring. The Coalition believes
that industry-led solutions and best practices are how flaring will be reduced.
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Planning and Upsets and Operational Technology as Optimize
Communication Unplanned Events "\ Controls an Alternative Combustion
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* Reduction goal set by * Tools to increase + Improve gas quality Case-by-case Manage emissions

senior leadership awareness of volume for pipeline evaluation of when flaring is

* Promote culture and cause specifications beneficial-use necessary via:
through management throughout + Enhance separation technologies * Auto igniters
engagement (e.g. organization reliability * Remote or onsite
approval of planned * Assess facility design + Gas treatment Examples: monitoring
flaring over 24 hours) to enhance gas-oil + Compression + Mobile gas processing + Use of automation

+ Continuous gas separation and assessment, including for NGL transport * Redundant ignition
capture planning and reliability reliability + CNG production for « Maintenance
commitment with * Implement process to onsite use or transport programs
midstream evaluate flaring * Reinjection for storage

+ Enhanced reporting events or deferred production

+ Engage with regulators * Onsite power

generation

REDUCE FLARED VOLUMES MINIMIZE EMISSIONS
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Find information,
resources and more at:

www.TexasMethaneFlaringCoalition.org



www.texasmethaneflaringcoalition.org

